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one of the greatest leaders of the
:Indian pecpls has passed away. Former
Chief Jimmy Bruneau died at the hospital
:in Rae at 3:20 a.m., on Thursday,
January 16, 1975. He was almost 90
ears old.

Chief Bruneau led the Dogrib people
%, of Rae for almost 50 years, until 1963.
4 His wisdom will be missed by the Dog-
¥ rib people who loved and respected
"the old Chief".

"We are into a new era" says James
Wah-Shee, President of the Indian
' Brotherhood. "Ee started the movement
" towards a land settlement . . . he is
largely responsible for the fact that
Indiar people here kept thier rights
to the land and that the federal gov-
i ernment still recognizes Indian hunt-

ing and trapping rights.”

1+ was in 1967 that the Chief, who
i was well over eighty, led the people
© of Rae into refusing to accept their
Treaty money. This was & protest
= government effeorts to chip
at their rights and put them on
es of the government's choosing.

Thisz, savs Mr. Wah-Shee, was the
turning peint. The flocd of white
domination had besn turned and the
struggle for control of their land by
‘the Indian people had begun.

"We denied that the Treaty money
had bought our land, or our rights

A proud moment: the old Chief speaks at
the opening of the Jimmy Bruneau Schocl
at Edzo. Jimmy Rabesca translates while
the Commissioner looks on.
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Chief Jimmy Bruneau speaks at Indian Bro-
therhood Annual Assembly at Rae in 1571,

ctates the Brotherhood's President.
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Orie of the old areat
complishnments stands todav at E 1
Raz. The school named in his honour
was largely the result of his e
and the Schocl Society that he
many years ago.

Chief Bruneau saw that the old white-
run scheool system was destroying the
people's culture and harming the
childrer. He fought for vears toc cre
ate a schocl that would really educ
the children in both their own langua
and culture and the new ways children
need for the modern world.

One of his proudest moments was on
Januar: 9+th, 1272 when he =ztood on ths
stage 2If the newly built school wi
Indiagn &ffairs Minister Jear Chretizn
and officially opened it.

The native-run school is still
only one ¢f its kin = .1
8chool Society of local peoples 1s
complete contrcl anc both native a
white teachers share dutiesz. As Jimmv
wanted it, the children learn many ©
the old skills like trapoping, net Iish-
ing, hunting and handicrafts, Teaching
is in both Dogrib and English.

Chief Brunneau's leadership will be
missed by more than the people of Rae.

Quite often the chiefs of the cther Doo-
rib communities ¢f Lac La Marte, Rae
Lake, and Detah-Yellowknife would con-
sult with him. The unity of the Dogrib
people today is largely due to his
efforts.

A man of great strength, he set the
finest example of leacership for the
Indian pecpls.

Funeral services were held for
Chief Bruneau at Rae on Friday, January
17, 1975 and attended by many pecple
from all the Dogrib communities.
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